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Longhentoii  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTFl, 

WILLIAM  CUNNINGHAM, 

tor  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 


To  the  Chairrtutn  and  Members  of  the 
Longbenton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Reptirt  for  the  year 
1952. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Population. 

Mid-year  1952  figures  from  the  Registrar  General's  Report  show 
an  increase  in  population  of  890  as  compared  with  mid-year  1951. 
This  increase  can  be  explained  in  the  main  by  the  re-housing  of 
Newcastle  tenants  in  the  new  Longbenton  Estate,  187  new  houses 
having  been  occupied  during  the  year. 

Births  show  a  decrease  of  34.  Deaths  show  a  decrease  of  16. 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  shows  an  increase  from  25.8  per  1,000  live 
births  to  41.76.  This  compares  with  the  National  Rate  of  27.6. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  were  ;  — 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  .  98 

Cancer  of  all  Types  .  51 

Va.scular  Lesions  of  Brain  .  46 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Details  are  given  on  pages  11,  12  and  13. 

Milk. 

The  milk  supplies  were  maintained  satisfactorily  in  quantity  and 
quality.  20  samples  were  submitted  for  the  presence  of  B.  tuber¬ 
culosis.  One  proved  '  positive.’’  The  infected  cow  was  slaughtered. 

On  the  29th  January,  the  Bacteriologist’s  Report  was  received 
that  a  .sample  of  milk  taken  in  the  district  on  the  18th  December, 
1951,  had  been  certified  as  "B.  ttiberculosis,  present.  " 
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The  Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  was  informed  immediately.  Clinical  examination  was  made 
and  further  samples  submitted  for  Biological  Test. 

In  view  of  the  affected  cow  not  having  been  isolated,  notice  was 
served  on  the  farmer  under  Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations  1949  prohibiting  the  sale  of  raw  milk  from  that  farm, 
the  milk  being  diverted  to  a  pasteurising  plant  and  the  farmer  drew 
his  supplies  from  the  plant  for  retail. 

Eventually  the  affected  cow  was  proved  by  further  samples  for 
Biological  Test  submitted  by  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  and 
when  the  herd  was  clear  the  notice  under  Section  20  was  withdrawn!. 

HCJUSING. 

390  houses  were  built  during  1952.  The  picture  of  overcrowd¬ 
ing  in  the  district  has  shown  from  year  to  year  an  appreciable  improve¬ 
ment.  Approximately  670  families  still  need  houses  of  their  own, 
31/12/52. 

Water  Supply. 

(1)  The  water  supply  throughout  the  area  during  1952  has  been 
satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality. 

(2)  All  the  w’ater  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Co.,  through  the  Company’s  mains. 

(3)  Four  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
All  were  satisfactory. 

(4)  Chemical  analysis  are  made  by  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Co. 

(5)  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(6)  A  tabulated  statement  is  given  in  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report  of  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  w'ith  piped  water 
supplies  inside  the  house.  This  department  is  pressing  constantly  for 
the  abolishing  of  standpipes  by  the  provision  of  inside  water  supplies. 

NirrRiTiON. 

1  have  no  evidence  of  malnutrition  in  any  class  of  the  community; 
in  particular,  1  state  that  the  school  children  in  all  the  areas  of  the 
district  show'  a  high  standard  of  nutrition  and  cleanliness. 

1  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  their  kind  encouragement  throughout  the  yeai,  and  Mr.  hockey. 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  Staff  for  their  great  help  and 
loyalty. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  CUNNINGHAM, 

iWeiUcid  Ojjicer  of  llejltb. 
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Suction  A. 


STATISTICS  Ol'  SOCIAI.  CONDITIONS  IN  THH  ARHA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ... 

b,7S(') 

Registrar  Ceneral's 
mid-year  1952 

estimate  of 

Resident  Population 

29.270 

Number  of  inhabited 
Rate  Book 

houses  ( s  1 

/ 1 2 / 5  2 )  accord  i  ng  tc > 

.S,5.S9 

Rateable  Value 

ilT4,55i 

Sum  represented  by  a 

Penny  Rate 

(.51/12/52) . 

1560 

Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  industry  is  coal  mining,  with  the  exception  of  the 
residential  area  of  Benton  and  Forest  Fiall. 


Extuacts  from  Vital  Statistics  ot 

THE  Year. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

...  217 

206 

423 

Illegitimate 

•s 

s 

5 

8 

220 

211 

431 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

6 

8 

14 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

8 

9 

17 

Comparability  Factors :  — 

Births 

1.01 

Deaths 

1.13 

Live  Births  per  1,000  Population 

14.72  corrected 

14.8-1 

Still  Births  per  1,000  Live  and  Still 

Births  ... 

37.94 

38.3 1 

Death  Rate. 

The  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated 

population 

9.60  corrected 

10.84 

Deaths  from  Pherperal  Causes. 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Deaths. 

total  (Live)  and 

Still  Births). 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

nil 

0.00 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

nil 

0.00 

nil 

ml 
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Deaths  oi- 

Infants  under  1  Year  of  Age. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

.  13 

4 

17 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

13 

5 

IS 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  Weeks  of  Age. 

Legitimate  ...  ..  ...  ...  7  2 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  .  .  —  1 
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Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  of  Infants  under 

1  Year  of  Age. 


All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ..  .  ...  41.76 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ...  40. IS 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  ...  125.0 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  of  Infants  under 


4  Weeks  of  Age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.20 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  ..  21.27 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,690  Illegitimate  Live  Births  ...  125.0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ..  ...  51 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  ..  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  .  .  — 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  I.onhbenton  Akea,  1952. 


Causes  of  Death, 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

...  159 

122 

1 — Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

.  .  1 

2 

2 — Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

.s — Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

4 — Diphtheria  .  . 

— 

5 — Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

6 — Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

" — Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8 — Measles 

1 

— 

9 — Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10 — Cancer  of  stomach 

5 

7 

11 — Cancer  of  lung  and  bronchus 

5 

2 

12 — Cancer  of  breast  ... 

— 

4 

1 3 — Cancer  of  uterus 

— 

14 — Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

19 

7 

15 — Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

_ 

16 — Diabetes 

_ 

_ 

17 — Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

24 

22 

18 — Coronary  disease,  angina 

26 

13 

19 — Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

4 

_ 

20 — Other  heart  disease 

_ 22 

26 

21 — Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

4 

22 — Influenza 

_ 

_ 

23 — Pneumonia  ... 

8 

4 

24 — Bronchitis 

5 

25 — Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

I 

26 — Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . . 

4 

_ 

27 — Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

28 — Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

I 

2 

29 — Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

_ 

^0 — Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  . 

_ 

_ 

31 — Congenital  malformations 

2 

4 

32 — Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

12 

7 

33 — Motor  vehicle  accidents 

-4 

34 — All  other  accidents 

6 

5 

35 — Suicide 

1 

36 — Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

1 

— 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  excessive  or  nnusnal  mortality  dtirint; 

the  year. 


I  have  no  evidence,  statistical  or  otherwise,  that  conditions  of 
occupation,  environment  or  unemployment  have  exercised  any  signih- 
cant  inlluence  on  the  health  or  physique  of  adults.  There  is,  however, 
evidence  that  the  general  health  and  physique  of  children,  both  of 
pre-school  and  school  age,  are  steadily  improving. 


(  rile  ilertaliti  Incites  for  Jvigland  and  Wales  refer  to  the  whole  iiojiulation). 
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SliClION  IV 

1  (i)  [\ihlic  1  Ic.iltli  OlliCl.ils  ;  sec  2. 

(//)  (,./)  Laboratory  Licilincs  arc  now  available  at  the  I’libhc 

Health  Laboratories,  Cleiieral  Hospital,  Nevvcastle-on- 
Tyne,  and  Ciovernment  Hiiildin^t's,  Hlakelaw,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

(/;)  The  Ambulance  Service  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Northumberland  County  Council.  As  from  the  1st 
November,  1952,  the  Ambulance  Service  for  Lon^- 
benton  Lhban  District  is  centred  in  Wideopen  Depot 
which  also  supplies  the  ambulance  needs  of  the  South 
Area  Northumberland  County  Council. 

(c)  Nursing  m  the  home  is  controlled  by  the  Northumber¬ 
land  County  Council. 

(c/)  Scaffold  Hill  Hospital  is  the  only  hospital  in  the  area. 
One  pavilion  in  Scaffold  Hill  Hospital  is  set  aside  for 
the  reception  of  general  infectious  diseases  (M)  beds). 
One  pavilion  (30  beds)  is  set  aside  for  the  care  of  aged 
sick  women  and  one  pavilion  (19  beds)  for  the  care  of 
aged  sick  men.  This  hospital  is  administered  by  South 
East  Hospital  Management  Committee  (Northumber¬ 
land)  on  behalf  of  the  New'castle  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  1  act  on  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital 
Board's  Staff  in  the  dual  appointment  of  Senior 
Hospital  Medical  Officer. 

National  Assistance  Act,  19tS.  Section  i?. 

Rt'/noul  to  smtd'ule  premises  of  persons  in  sited  of  cjre. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  above  Section. 


MATERNHA'  AND  CHILD  WELEARE  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  operated  and  controlled  by  the  Northumberland 
County  Council. 

Section  C. 

1  Water  Sl  ppi.'i 

(/)  The  water  supply  for  the  area  during  the  last  year  has  been 
satisfactory.  All  the  water  for  the  district  is  supplied  by 
the  Newcastle  and  Oateshead  Water  Co.  The  mains 
supplying  Annitsford,  Dudley,  Seaton  Burn  and  Wideopen 
are  still  the  property  of  the  Eongbenton  Urban  District 
Council,  whilst  all  other  mams  are  the  property  of  the 
Newcastle  and  Oateshead  Water  Co. 

(//)  Drainupe  and  .SV/et-'nrgt'— Conditions  remain  the  .same. 
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2.  (/) 

3.  (/) 

{it) 

{Hi) 

{iv) 

{V) 

{vi) 


{vii) 


{I’it) 


{ix) 

Schools. 


Rivers  and  Streams — See  Senior  Sanitary  In.spector's  Report. 
Closet  Accommodation — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector's 
Report. 

Public  Cleansing — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 
Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area — See  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 

Shops  and  Offices — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 
Camping  Sites — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 
Smoke  Abatement- — No  official  action  has  been  necessary. 
See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools — There  are  no  swimming  baths 
or  pools  in  the  area. 

Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bug — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor’s  Report. 

Head  Lice — No  special  treatment  was  given. 

Body  Lice — No  special  treatment  was  given. 


The  schools  in  the  area  are  each  provided  with  a  sufficient  suitable 
water  supply  from  the  main  supply.  Periodical  inspections  are  made 
of  all  schools. 


Section  D. 


Housing. 

See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

Section  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

{a)  Milk  Supply — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

{b)  Meat  and  other  Foods — See  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

The  Local  Food  Traders’  Guild  is  still  operative. 

(c)  Adulteration — This  service  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council. 


{d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food — 
Samples  of  milk  and  ice  cream  are  taken  for  Bacteriological 
examination  by  this  Authority.  These  samples  are 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

(e)  Nutrition — Talks  were  given  to  young  mothers  at  meetings 
arranged  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Branch  Officers  at  Child 
Welfare  Clinics. 

(/)  Shellfish  (Molluscan) — There  arc  no  shellhsh  beds  or  layings 
in  this  area.  Shellfish  is  rarely  .sold  in  this  area. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  and  age  groups  of  the 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year;  — 


'ASKS  OF  INM'KC'I'IOl'S  DISK 


I 


r. 

X 
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The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Diphtheria  since  1940, 
when  our  Immunisation  Scheme  was  commenced.  It  will  be  noted 
that  until  1943  there  were  still  a  number  of  children  not  immunised. 


Yi'...\ks 

I!t4l 

11142 

IlMR 

11144 

11145 

l!14() 

11147 

IIMS 

111411 

1115(1 

11151 

111.52 

No.  of  Caso.s 

Dcatli.s 

:{!» 

2 

77 

1 

1(11 

4 

:iu 

1 

1 1(1 

u> 

5 

- 

2 

— 

— 

I 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. — Nine  cases  were  notified. 
No  deaths  occurred. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Notifications  show  an  increase  of  45  cases. 
This  is  in  general  with  the  country  as  a  whole. 

Pneumonia. — Notifications  show  a  decrease  of  23. 

Diphtheria. — It  is  significant  that  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
confirmed  during  the  twelve  months  under  review. 

Measles. — There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Measles  notified,  219  in  1952  as  against  393  in  1951. 

Whooping  Cough — There  were  41  cases  notified  in  1952  as 
against  81  in  1951. 


Food  Poisoning. — There  were  no  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning 
in  1952. 

Venereal  Disease. — Full  support  has  been  given  to  the 
Northumberland  Counry  Council  in  their  propaganda  against  Venereal 
Disease.  Posters  have  been  published  and  handbills  distributed  and 
full  information  as  to  places  and  times  of  the  Clinics  supplied  to 
enquirers  at  this  Public  Health  Department. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. — There  were  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  during  the  year. 

Tuhercui.osis. — No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Ttiberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  with  regard  to  persons 
employed  in  the  milk  trade,  nor  in  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


Trnr.iu:i:i.()sis.  1952. — The  followmi;  Tables  arc  self  explana¬ 


tory  ;  — 


'.\SKS 

XoTIFIKIi 

1  )i:.\Tii.s 

i  I’ulinoiinry 

Xoil- 

I’liliiioiiary  ,  I’iiIiik 

)Ui\  ry 

Noii- 

I’uliiioiia.ry 

,M. 

F. 

M.  !-'.  M. 

I-’. 

M. 

1’. 

Uiulcr  1  yciir 

1  t ( 1  .■)  V<‘:l 

1 

1 

A  to  lo  \  ca.rs  .  .  12 

:i 

lo  to  l2o  Years  .  .  U 

1 

25  to  1)5  years  .  .  7 

i 

1 

;{5  to  45  vear.s  .  .  7 

a 

1 

4  5  to  55  vents  .  .  4 

! 

55  t<i  Ii5  yenrs  .  .  1 

1 

„  1 

- 

" 

115  ye.ir.s  nml  oyer 

— 

--- 

;;() 

111 

1 

1 

1 

The  notitication  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  area  has  been 
satisfactory.  No  action  has  been  necessary  in  any  case  of  neglect  or 
refusal  to  notify. 


Particulars  of  Tuberculosis  Register 

as  at  .5 1st  December,  1952. 


I’nlniotiary 

Xoii-Puhtroiiary 

I’nimonary 
and  Xon- 
I’lilmonaiy 

.M.  F. 

Total 

:.i .  !•'. 

Total 

Total 

Cases  on  Heeistor 
at  1  1  52 

14't 

12s 

•y~~ 

!('  4(1 

SO 

1)57 

New  Cases 

2(1  in 

4!l 

•> 

•) 

51 

( 'ase.s  lietnoyeil  .  . 

a  i 

- 

o 

•> 

il 

1  'a.sfs  Iteinstateil  . 

Cases  on  Iteeister 
at  111  12,52 

17(1 

1 1:; 

III!) 

1(1  |(! 

so 

Il'.tO 

1  attribute  much  of  the  increase  in  numbers  to  transfers  from  the 
Newcastle  Register  of  cases  (19)  re-housed  in  Menton  I.anc  from 
Newcastle  during  1952. 
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Longbenton  Urban  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1952. 


T 0  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Longbonton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladie.s  and  Gentlemen, 

1  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  Sanitary,  Refuse  Collection  and 
Housing  Department  for  the  year  1952. 

Housing. — Our  records  of  re-housing  in  1952  show  that  con¬ 
siderable  progress  was  made,  a  total  of  141  new  houses  were  occupied. 
In  addition,  notices  to  quit  were  received  in  respect  of  a  further  32 
houses.  During  the  allocation  of  new  and  of  houses  which  became 
vacant,  tenancies  were  arranged  so  as  to  use  them  to  best  advantage. 

We  were  able  to  effect  improved  conditions  for  no  less  than  275 
families. 

The  Committee  used  five  of  the  houses  available  to  re-house 
families  from  clearance  areas  or  individual  unfit  houses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  houses  allocated  to  the 


various  types  of  applicants  :  — 

Points  Schbme. 

Categories.  A.  B.  C.  D.  O.P.  Total. 

60  13  .38  12  33  156 

Others. 

Exchanges  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Clearance  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Eviction  Orders,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


275 
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Newcastle  Corporation  were  able  to  occupy  1S7  houses  on  the 
Henton  bane  bstate,  these  houses  are  under  the  control  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  for  the  rc-housint;  of  families  from  within  the  City 
boundaries. 

The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuation  of  the  number  of 
applications  for  Council  houses  between  1/4/49  and  I/I/5.S  :  — 


< 'll  In,  or  1/  .1. 

.\j'j)liciuits  with  homos  ot  thoir  own 
:imi  rosidint;  in  ovororowdod  conditions 

('itleijorii  I>. 

.\j)pliciints  \\  ithont  lioiiu  s  of  thoir  ow  n 
ami  rosidint;  in  ovoror.  iw  (lo<l  oondit  ions 

( 'iiteijori/  ( 

.Applicants  w  ithont  homos  of  thoir  own 
l)ut  not  ot  oroiMw  dod 

('iilnjori/  l>. 

Normal  a])|>lioiints  do  irin;;  improved 
housing  accommodation  hut  not  (.vor- 
oroudod 


14  111 

1  11  411 

1  5/5(1 

l;l/5l 

1  1  .72 

1  1 75; 

2S2 

2()1 

2.75 

212 

2.4(1 

205 

22") 

24(1 

21 .4 

1(14 

1.70 

148 

4411 

ISl 

5(14 

47(i 

440 

.742 

477 

.77.") 

(•.15 

.782 

000 

740 

1.42:!  1 

..7.77  1 

l,5S(i  1 

,274 

I.41IS  1 

.015 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  117  applicants 
although  187  were  removed  during  the  year  from  the  list  owing  to 
re-housing  and  withdrawals,  making  a  total  of  new  housing  applica¬ 
tions  received  during  the  year  to  be  304. 

A  large  increase  is  shown  in  categories  C.  and  D.  167  of  the 
new  applicants  have  either  not  been  married  or  resided  in  the  area  for 
two  years. 

Whitley  Road  Camp. 

The  permanent  military  camp  at  Whitley  Road,  which  was  un¬ 
officially  occupied  by  squatters  in  September,  19i6,  still  remains 
occupied  by  22  families.  This  number  is  being  reduced  and  we 
now  have  permission  to  demolish  huts  on  becoming  vacant  so  as  not 
to  perpetuate  this  unsatisfactory  occupation. 

0\’EK(:ko\vdin(,. 

Only  two  bad  cases  of  new  overcrowding  were  fotind  during  the 
year.  In  one  instance  the  man  was  discharged  from  a  sanatorium 
and  took  up  residence  with  his  brother  and  his  wife  in  a  one  roomed 
house.  Statutory  Notice  was  served  and  the  department  was  able  to 
arrange  for  the  family  to  move  into  a  larger  private  house  which  had 
sufficient  accommodation. 
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The  other  case  was  caused  by  a  tenant  of  furnished  rooms  who 
had  been  given  notice  to  quit,  having  taken  his  wife  and  baby  to 
reside  with  him  at  his  parent's  house  which  was  already  occupied  up 
to  the  permitted  number. 

The  tenant  was  informed  by  the  Clerk  that  unless  the  nuisance 
from  overcrowding  was  abated,  legal  proceedings  were  to  be  taken. 
The  nuisance  was  abated  within  one  month. 

Repaiu  of  Pri\’atelv  Owned  Houses. 

It  is  to  be  noted  from  the  details  given  in  tables  Nos.  1,  2  and 
that  a  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  in  the  repair 
of  privately  owned  houses.  238  houses  were  repaired  without  the 
service  of  Statutory  Notices.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  Notices  under 
Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  19.36,  in  respect  of  38  houses,  in 
six  instances  the  owners  carried  out  the  work  and  in  31  specifications 
were  prepared  and  tenders  were  obtained  by  advertisement  and  the 
work  done  by  builders  on  behalf  of  the  Council.  A  further  20,  for 
which  tenders  had  been  obtained  in  1951  but  which  were  held  up 
because  of  bad  weather,  were  completed  early  during  the  year  making 
a  total  of  51  houses  for  which  tenders  were  received  to  do  the  work 
in  default  of  the  owners. 

The  work  was  supervi.sed  by  the  Department  and  the  final  costs 
charged  to  the  owners. 

In  one  instance  a  property  owner  appealed  to  the  County  Court 
to  set  aside  a  Notice  under  Section  9  of  the  Act.  The  hearing 
commenced  on  the  22nd  August,  1952,  but  was  adjourned  so  that 
His  Honour  could  make  an  inspection  of  the  house. 

The  appellants  agreed  with  all  the  Council's  requirements  in 
the  notice,  with  the  exception  of  the  under-pinning  and  in.sertion  of  a 
damp  proof  course  in  the  main  walls,  it  being  contended  that  this  was 
too  costly  a  remedy  and  asked  to  be  permitted  to  render  the  walls 
where  the  dampness  existed  with  cement  and  sand  to  which  a  water 
repellant  had  been  added. 

Specifications  had  been  prepared  by  the  Department  and  tenders 
invited  from  three  builders  on  the  assumption  that  the  work  was  to  be 
done  by  the  Council  in  default.  The  lowest  tender  for  the  whole  of 
the  work  was  110  15s.  lOd.,  and  the  second  .til  14  9s.  Od.  In  the 
priced  bill  the  lowest  tenderer  had  quoted  £.38  16s.  Od.  for  the  insertion 
of  the  damp  proof  course  and  the  second  tenderer  £32  16s.  Od.  The 
appellant  admitted  having  received  a  tender  from  a  private  builder  for 
.1:112.  It  was  al.so  admitted  that  the  rendering  suggested  woidd  cost 
1:20,  therefore,  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  methods  suggested  was 
a  sum  of  less  than  £20. 
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'I'Ih'  adjourned  licani\i;  did  not  take  [ilace  until  3()th  June,  1 953, 
followini;  His  Honours  inspection  of  tlic  liotise  on  that  day  and  at 
which  both  sides  were  represented.  In  summiipt;  up  His  Honour 
established  that  the  case  turned  on  the  desirability  that  this  damp  proof 
course  should  be  put  in  three  walls  and  the  rising  dampness,  therefore, 
eradicated.  In  his  opinion  what  the  Longbenton  Urban  District 
Council  required  was  rea.sonable.  The  appeal  was  dismissed  with 
■•Ctrsts. 

It  was  necc-ssary  to  serve  Statutory  Notices,  under  the  Fublic 
Health  Act,  1936,  in  respect  of  76  houses  for  housing  defects,  49  of 
the  notices  were  complied  with  by  the  owners  but  the  Council  had  to 
carry  out  the  work  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  as  under  Section  9  of 
the  Housing  Act,  19.36,  in  66  instances,  including  39  of  which  were 
in  progress  of  being  dealt  with  before  the  end  of  1951. 

During  the  year  contracts  amounting  to  £3,775  15s.  4d.  were 
earned  out  by  private  builders  in  respect  of  work  specihed  by  the 
Department  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  in  default  of 
the  owners. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  one  owner  on  six  counts 
for  non-compliance  with  Abatement  Notices  served  under  Section  93 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  con¬ 
victions  were  recorded  and  Nuisance  Orders  were  made  on  each  count. 

It  IS  being  found  increasingly  difficult  to  persuade  owners  to 
carry  out  repairs  to  property.  Tradesmen  are  difficult  to  obtain  for 
repair  work  owing  to  their  being  able  to  earn  more  than  normal 
building  trade  rates  when  working  on  new  houses  with  incentive  bonus 
schemes  and  also  the  difficulties  the  owners  are  having  to  meet  the 
builder's  charges.  The  owners,  whose  standard  rent  is  fixed  at  the 
1939  level,  are  having  to  pay  for  repairs  being  carried  out  at  nearly 
treble  1939  costs.  This  latter  is  .somewhat  the  reason  for  the  large 
number  of  houses  where  the  work  has  to  be  done  in  default.  Owners 
being  unable  to  meet  the  accounts  arc  applying  to  the  Council  to  spread 
the  cost  over  a  period  of  years. 

NfCTIONS  11  AND  12  HtHiSlNG  ACT,  1936. 

Two  houses  were  clo.sed  as  a  result  of  informal  action.  The  areas 
in  which  they  are  situated  are  to  be  treated  in  the  near  future  as 
Clearance  Areas. 

In  one  further  instance  a  demolition  order  was  made  under 
Section  1  1  of  the  Act. 

Si.l  M  Cl-DARANCIi  PR(X>KAMM1-; 

1  he  Committee  considered  the  jiosition  of  recommencement  of 
oLir  Slum  Clearance  Programme  and  instructions  were  received  from 
the  Council  to  inspect  some  200  houses  which  are  sub-staiulard  and 
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appropriate  to  be  dealt  with  as  Clearance  Areas.  The  owners  of  one 
block  of  51  houses  intimated  that  they  would  not  oppose  demolition 
and  they  are  to  be  dealt  with  under  Section  11  of  the  Act  in  early 
195.5. 

Housing  Act,  1949. 

Applications  for  Improveinent  Grunt. 

Applications  were  received  during  the  year  from  nine  owner- 
occupiers  for  Improvement  Grants  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1949.  Approval  was  given  to  eight  of  the  applications,  the  other 
was  for  an  improvement  to  a  post-war  house  and  not  applicable. 

The  two  outstanding  from  1951  and  three  of  the  eight  were  com¬ 
pleted  before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  others  were  in  various  stages  of 
completion  except  one  where  the  work  had  not  been  commenced. 

The  National  Coal  Board  carried  out  improvements  to  143  houses 
without  making  application  for  Improvement  Grant,  although  the 
standard  was  such  that  they  could  not  be  recommended  for  such 
approval  had  application  been  made.  The  improvement  was  the  instal¬ 
lation  of  an  approved  type  of  kitchen  range  together  with  back  boiler 
and  kitchen  sink,  therefore,  providing  the  houses  with  a  hot  water 
supply.  These  houses  were  provided  with  an  inside  water  .supply, 
without  sinks,  in  1950,  after  representations  had  been  made  to  the 
Board  by  the  Council. 
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TABLE  II. 

HOUSING. 

Tabular  Statement  for  1952. 


M’oUSKS  Uu.MPLETEl)  DuiUNU  Ye.\K 

With  State 
As.sistanee 

L'naided 

Total 

(a)  By  J^ocal  Authority — 

I’crniaiieiit  .  . 

174 

174 

Tcinjiorary 

--  - 

— 

— 

(h)  By  other  Borlie.s  or  Persons-- 

Permanent  .  . 

187 

29 

21(> 

Teni|iorary 

— 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  During  the  Year: 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  352 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  351 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices  ;  — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  lit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
or  its  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  238 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  :  — 

(A)  Proceedingi  under  Sections  9,  10  und  16  nj  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  38 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  lit  after  service  of  formal  notices :  — 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

—  57 
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(B)  Procecili)i^s  under  Public  lleallh  Acte 

(1)  Number  of  dwellmi;  houses  in  respect  of  wliich 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ;  — 

(</)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

{h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

—  115 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  Housing 

Act,  19.56. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not 

demolished  (^Housing  Act,  1949,  Section  3)  ...  — 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  193(>. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  ht  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Ni'mber  of  Houses  Permanently  Discontinued 

AS  Dwellings  and  Not  Included  Above  ...  2 

HOUSING  ACT,  1919.  (Sec.  20). 

(a)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  hou.ses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grant  have  been  received  9 

(b)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  applications  for  grant  have  been 
approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  y 
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TABLE  III. 

Summary  of  Work  Effected. 


By 

1 nfornial 
Action. 

By 

Statutory 

Xotice. 

4'otal 

S.4  MTAR  Y  Uoxv  EM  ENCE.S — 

Privies  and  Privy  ashpits  aliolislied . 

JT) 

1 

lb 

..  repaired  . 

— 

_ 

Pad  C’lo.set.s  aliolislied  . 

Water  Closets  provided . 

15 

»> 

17 

Xuinber  of  aljove  for  whicli  urant  was 
given,  P.H.A.,  PiRti,  S.-I7 

15 

1 

It) 

Sanitary  bins  provided 

15 

1 

lb 

Sanitary'  bin.s  renewed 

57 

!) 

4b 

Drainage — 

New  drain.s  eonstnieted  .  . 

Rti 

72 

1(18 

Drains  repaired  or  reeonstructed 

47 

80 

Additional  gullies  provided 

!) 

2(1 

2i» 

Old  gullies  replaced 

2 

2il 

:il 

Seullery  sinks  provided  .  . 

lb 

72 

88 

Scullery  waste  pipes  repaired 

17 

2b 

48 

Seullery  waste  ])ipes  trapjied  .... 

1 

1 

\  ai’ds  re])aired  or  reeonstructed 

14 

bO 

74 

W  ater  Sepply — 

Sources  closed  or  ili.scontinued  2 

Xo.  of  Houses 

8 

Xew  Service  jirovided — 

(rt)  By  Local  Authority  ..  — 

Xo.  of  Houses 

bb 

(6)  By  I’rivate  Owner  .  .  — 

Xo.  of  Houses 

22 

Xumber  of  Dwelling  Hou.ses  supplied  by- 
(«)  Internal  taj)  ..  ..  S,18b 

(l>)  Standpipe  . .  . .  24(> 

(c)  Stand])ipe  in  yard  .  .  2.'57 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  Slipply. 

Further  progres.s  w;i.s  made  to  have  water  supply  in  pipes  pro¬ 
vided  to  houses  which  were  previotrsly  drawing  from  standpipes  either 
in  the  yard  or  in  the  street.  In  16  instances  the  Council  were  able 
to  have  the  inside  water  supply,  together  with  sinks  and  additional 
drainage  provided  without  recourse  to  Statutory  Notices,  but  in  72 
instances  Statutory  Notices  were  served,  in  6  of  them  the  owners 
did  the  work,  and  in  other  66  the  Council  did  the  work  in  default  of 
the  owners  and  charged  the  costs. 
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The  average  cost  of  the  work  for  a  pair  of  llats  to  carry  the  cold 
water  pipe  from  the  standpipe  in  the  yard,  extending  the  drainage, 
fitting  sinks  in  both  flats  was  approximately  T'K),  giving  an  average- 
increase  of  9d.  per  week  per  tenant.  In  each  instance  the  landlord 
was  informed  prior  to  the  service  of  the  Statutory  Notices  so  that 
the  tenant's  agreement  could  be  obtained  to  the  increa.se  in  rent. 

The  proportion  of  houses  now  drawing  water  from  common  taps 
as  compared  with  those  with  inside  water  supplies  has  been  further 
reduced  by : 

1.  the  erection  of  new  houses  which  are  all  provided  with  inside 
water  supply,  sinks  and  baths, 

2.  the  new  inside  supplies  provided, 

3.  the  demolition  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  where  the  supply  was 
from  a  standpipe  in  the  street. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  water 
supplies,  sinks,  baths  and  W.C’s,  for  the  whole  area.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  the  houses  now  drawing  water  from  standpipes  in  the 
street  have  been  reduced  to  2.8%. 


Xo.  ( 

f  Houses 

wit  h 

Houses 

Sinks 

1  aside 
Water 
Sup])l\- 

only 

Yard 

'raji 

( ’oininon 
Taj) 

W.C.'s 

K.C.'s 

U.l  1(1 

T.'.lsd 

lliU 

l>:)7 

LMti 

S.577 

1:2 

Bacteriological  Examination  ol  Water. 

Four  samples  of  water  w'ere  submitted  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  during  the  year,  all  were  reported  absence  of  B.  coli  in  100  m  l., 
and  were  satisfactory. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Our  records  show  that  only  12  houses  are  not  connected  to  the 
water  carriage  system.  Some  of  these  are  on  isolated  farms  where 
.sewerage  facilities  arc  not  available. 

Ashbins. 

Informal  notices  were  served  for  the  replacement  of  37  insanitary 
ashbins.  In  only  four  instances  it  was  necessary  to  serve  Statutory 
Notice  under  Section  73  of  the  Act  for  replacement  of  nine  bins. 

Ri\'LRs  and  Streams. 

No  cases  of  pollution  of  streams  were  noted  during  the  year. 
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Disposal  of  the  Dead. 

It  was  necessary  on  one  occasion  for  the  department  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  burial  of  a  person  who  was  reputed  to  be  with¬ 
out  means.  We  were  unable  to  find  any  assets  and  the  whole  of  the 
costs  had  to  be  met  by  the  Council. 

Eradication  of  the  Bed  Bug. 

The  District  is  comparatively  free  from  bad  infestations  of  the 
bed  bug.  All  complaints  are  investigated  and,  if  necessary,  work  is 
carried  out  by  Council  workmen  and  a  charge  made  against  either 
(1)  the  landlord  in  the  case  of  an  empty  house;  or  (2)  the  tenant  in 
the  case  of  an  occupied  house.  Where  the  tenant  is  willing  to  carry 
out  the  work  himself  he  is  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  sprayer  and  a 
charge  is  made  for  the  solution  provided.  We  are  still  carrying  out 
treatment  of  all  furniture  moved  into  Council  houses  whether  from 
slum  clearance  areas  or  from  normal  allocation  of  Council  houses,  it 
being  a  requirement  of  the  Council  that  all  furniture  must  be  treated 
prior  to  removal,  but  during  this  treatment  it  has  been  noted  that  there 
is  a  very  small  percentage,  even  of  the  old  houses,  badly  infested  with 
vermin.  In  instances  where  it  is  found  necessary,  second  and  third 
treatments  are  given  in  the  new  houses,  following  the  initial  treatment 
before  the  furniture  leaves  the  old  house.  The  solution  used  is  D.D.T. 
in  Kerosene  and  it  has  been  found  that  this  preparation  is  very 
effective. 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds. 

Licences  are  held  by  occupiers  of  three  trailer  caravans  stationed 
in  the  district.  All  have  adequate  water  supply  and  sanitary 
accommodation. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  ly.TS. 

Bye-lau'.s. — Enforcement  of  the  bye-laws  for  securing  the  observa¬ 
tion  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection 
with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  for  sale  for  human 
consumption  resulted  in  the  service  of  informal  notices  on  two 
premises  where  dirty  conditions  were  noted.  These  matters  were  put 
in  order  without  recourse  to  formal  action. 

Extraneous  Matter  in  Food 

It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  report  four  instances  of 
extraneous  matter  found  in  food:  (1  )  a  cigarette  stub  in  a  cake;  (2)  a 
wire  in  a  teacake;  (3)  a  piece  of  tin  in  a  brown  loaf;  and  (4)  broken 
glass  in  a  bottle  of  milk.  Instructions  were  given  to  prosecute  and  in 
each  instance  tlie  magistrates  convicrc'^ 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Public  lleulth  {Mfcil)  Regulations,  1924. 

The  principle  adopted  during  the  war  of  slaughtering  only  in 
Government  controlled  slaughterhouses  in  Newcastle  area,  only  in  an 
emergency  slaughter  taking  place  in  the  district,  was  still  in  operation 
during  1952.  The  meat  is  allocated  to  the  Longbenton  Butcher's  Pool 
and  loaded  into  vehicles  at  the  slaughterhouse,  transported  and  unloaded 
at  the  "West  Moor  Co-operative  Slaughterhouse  where  it  is  weighed, 
idlocated  to  the  butchers  concerned,  loaded  into  butchers'  vans  and 
taken  to  the  butchers'  shops.  1  have  reported  on  previous  occasions 
with  regard  to  this  extra  handling  of  meat  which  mitigates  against 
the  appearance  and  keeping  quality  of  the  meat. 

The  haulage  contractor  engaged  to  trans|sort  the  carcases  from 
Newcastle  and  to  deliver  most  of  the  meat  to  the  individual  butchers 
was  persuaded  to  obtain  a  new  container  for  his  lorry  which  is  so 
designed  that  the  quarters  can  be  hung  from  rails  instead  of  being 
stacked  on  the  floor. 

The  Committee  of  the  Master  Butchers'  Association  and  the 
Department  work  in  close  harmony  and  any  suggestions  made  are 
willingly  accepted. 
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Slaughterhouses. 

The  Council  gave  further  consideration  regarding  the  provision 
of  a  Public  Abattoir  as  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  meet  requirements  should  there  be  a  change  of  policy 
with  regard  to  the  Government  control  of  the  slaughter  of  animals 
for  food. 

In  order  to  produce  a  scheme  which  would  be  more  economical 
than  one  slaughterhouse  for  this  area,  overtures  have  been  made  to  the 
two  adjoining  authorities  of  Gosforth  and  Seaton  Valley  Urban 
District  Councils  to  see  if  they  would  be  interested  in  a  joint  project. 
Negotiations  are  still  taking  place. 

Cottagers'  Pigs. 

The  practice  of  previous  years  of  notifying  the  Department  of  all 
licences  issued  for  the  slaughter  of  cottagers’  pigs  by  the  Food  Office 
was  stopped  and,  therefore,  ir  was  only  in  instances  where  the  cottager 
or  the  butcher  informed  the  Department  were  we  aware  that  slaughter 
was  taking  place. 

In  all  instances  which  were  drawn  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  inspections  were  carried  out.  Only  a  small  amount  of  meat  was 
found  to  be  diseased.  Generally,  cottagers  and  farmers  slaughtering 
pigs  for  their  own  use  are  very  desirous  to  have  their  animals 

examined  by  a  qualified  inspector  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

The  following  are  the  registrations  now  kept  by  the  Council  under 
the  above  regulations : 

Number  of  premises  used  as  dairies  within  the  district 

not  being  dairy  farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  persons  registered  as  distributors  ...  ...  26 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949. 

Number  of  Dealers’  Licences  to  u.se  the  special 
designation  "Tuberculin  Tested”  in  relation  to 
milk  sold  from  premises  within  the  district  ...  9 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  special 
designation  "Tuberculin  Tested”  in  relation  to 
milk  retailed  within  the  district  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  special 
designation  "Accredited”  in  relation  to  milk 
retailed  within  the  district  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Thh  Milk  (Splcial  Dlsic.nation)  (Pastiuikisli)  and  Stl:iui.i.si;d 
Milk)  Rhgulations.  1919. 

Number  of  Dealers'  Licences  to  use  the  special 

designation  'Pasteurised'  '  in  relation  to  milk 
sold  from  premises  within  the  district  ..  9 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  special 
designation  "Pasteurised"  in  relation  to  milk 
retailed  within  the  district  ■  ■  ■  h 

Number  of  Dealers'  Licences  to  use  the  special 

desisnation  "Sterilised"  in  relation  to  milk  sold 

o 

from  premises  within  the  district  ,  .  ...  12 

BACTERIOLKilCAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MlLK. 

Samples  of  milk  from  each  supply  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  Bacteriological  Examination  and  Biological 
Test.  The  detailed  tables  show  the  results  of  the  sampling  for  the 
year. 
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TUBERCULIN  TESTED  MILK. 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  k;E  Cream. 

During  the  summer  months  regular  .sampling  of  ice  cream  has 
been  made,  trying  as  far  as  possible  to  have  .samples  from  each  different 
trader  although  some  dilliculty  was  experienced  with  the  occasional 
vendors  where  regular  sampling  proved  impossible. 
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Froduckr.  Samples.  Result  and  Grades. 


2  1.2 

B.  3  3.1.2. 

C.  3  1.1.2. 

D.  2  1.2. 

E.  1  1. 

F.  I  1. 


Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  districts  from  which  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  produced  were  informed  of  the  Bacteriologist's  Reports. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

The  Council’s  fleet  of  six  refuse  vehicles  was  found  to  be  sufficient 
to  give  a  satisfactory  service  throughout  the  year.  During  the  holiday 
period  in  the  summer  months,  each  team  has  a  fortnight’s  holiday, 
therefore,  the  vehicles  are  reduced  to  five  for  a  period  of  12  weeks  and 
during  this  time  the  mechanic  gives  a  thorough  overhaul  to  all 
machines  so  as  to  obviate  any  of  them  having  to  be  kept  off  the  road 
during  the  winter  period  when  refuse  is  much  heavier. 

We  were  able  to  maintain  regular  collection  services  of  at  least 
once  per  week  in  the  residential  districts  and  twice  in  the  mining  areas 
where  the  refuse  is  considerably  heavier  owing  to  the  miners  being 
supplied  with  inferior  coal. 

Statistics. 

I  beg  to  append  below  statistics  with  reference  to  the  refuse 
collected.  The  figures  are  based  upon  the  estimated  population  for 
mid  1952,  29,270. 

House  Refuse  Only. 


Estimated  quantity  removed 

17,750  tons. 

Approximate  average  weight  per  house  ... 

2.00  tons. 

Average  quantity  per  house  per  annum  ... 

0.45  cu.  yds. 

Average  per  1, ()()()  population  per  day  (305  days) 

33.2  cwts. 

V 

Total  cost  of  collection  (Refuse  and  Salvage)  ... 

10,444 

Cost  of  Disposal  ... 

941 

Total  Scavenging  Costs  ... 

...  17,385 

Le\.\  Income  from  Salvage,  Tips,  Bins,  etc. 

2,832 

Nett  Scavenging  Cost 

...  14,553 

I  M  l  Clos  rs. 
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CuHectinn.  Dis  'I'o/iil. 


s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only... 

9  7 

2 

0 

11  7 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only 

5  1  1 

0 

T 

6  2 

Nett  cost  (all  expenditure) 

15  1 

1 

1 

16  5 

k 

k 

,k 

Nett  cost  per  1,000  population  ... 

465 

.s2 

497 

Nett  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1,525 

105 

l,6s0 

,k 

s.  d. 

Cost  per  Establishment 

1 

12  7.0 

Cost  per  head  population  ... 

0 

9  11 

Cost  on  rates  in  the  £ 

0 
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Disposal  of  Rffl’se. 

It  is  necessary  in  this  area  to  use  three  separate  tips  owing  to  the 
scattered  nature  of  the  district  and  to  the  high  ash  content  and  corres¬ 
pondingly  heavy  nature  of  the  refuse  collected. 

The  three  tips  used  in  1952  were; 

1.  Bjinjdou  Quarry  which  has  still  suflicient  space  for  a  number 
of  years  to  take  the  refuse  from  Annitsford,  Burradon  and 
Dudley. 

2.  W" ideopeu  Quarry.  This  quarry  was  purchased  by  the  Council 
with  the  intention  of  eventually  making  it  into  a  park  and 
open  space  for  this  part  of  the  district.  There  is  still  sufficient 
space  for  a  further  II  to  2  years. 

5.  OLl  i\[oor  Colliery.  In  this  instance  the  tip  is  in  the  nature  of 
a  reclamation  scheme  of  land  which  has  subsided  owing  to 
mining  operations.  It  is  bogged  and  full  of  reeds  and  can 
only  be  tipped  in  one  layer.  An  agreement  has  been  drawn 
up  between  the  Gosforth  Urban  District  Council  and  this 
Council  for  the  joint  use  of  the  tip,  the  acttial  work  of  control 
being  carried  out  by  this  Council,  and  Gosforth  paying  5()‘^'c 
of  the  whole  of  the  costs. 

I  ipping  only  takes  place  at  alternate  times  on  the  Burradon 
(Quarry  and  Wideopen  Quarry  and  a  man  is  in  attendance  whilst  tipping 
is  taking  place  and  all  tipping  is  carried  out  on  strictly  controlled  lines. 
The  tips  are  kept  very  free  from  rats  and  any  outbreaks  of  lire  are 
cjuickly  dealt  with  by  the  angledozer. 

The  tips  are  sprayed  with  Gammazene  at  frequent  intervals  so  as 
to  prevent  flies,  cockroaches  or  crickets. 
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Trade  Refuse. 

The  Council  make  a  charge  of  3d.  per  bin  for  the  removal  of  trade 
refuse  from  wholly  business  premises.  In  the  case  of  a  house  and 
shop,  one  bin  is  removed  free  of  charge  and  a  charge  is  made  for  any 
additional  bins.  The  shopkeepers  have  objected  to  the  payment  of 
accounts  quarterly  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse,  and  a  ticket  .system 
has  now  been  put  into  operation  whereby  tickets,  equivalent  to  the 
number  of  bins  collected,  are  handed  to  the  collectors  at  the  time  of 
collection. 


Salvage. 

During  the  year  our  collection  of  salvage  was  almost  identical 
with  those  of  1951,  but,  owing  to  the  reduction  in  the  price  of  waste 
paper  from  £16  to  £6  10s.  Od,  per  ton,  the  income  has  been  reduced 
by  above  £1,000  even  though  we  had  collected  and  .sold  some  £240 
worth  of  kitchen  waste  above  the  previous  year. 

Appended  below  are  the  weights  and  values  of  the  materials 

sold : 


Ton.  Cwts.  Value. 


Kitchen  Waste  ... 

69 

3 

£240 

18 

0 

Scrap  Metal 

12 

4 

67 

0 

0 

Waste  Paper 

198 

7 

1629 

2 

0 

l^ags  . 

3 

111 

14 

0 

Total  . . . 

282 

17 

£2,048 

14 

0 

Kitchen  Waste. 

The  Council  instituted  a  separate  collection  of  Kitchen  Waste. 
For  the  initial  period  600  individual  containers  were  obtained  and  a 
canvass  was  made  of  the  residents  in  the  most  built-up  part  of  the 
area  in  close  proximity  to  our  Depot. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  small  pig- 
keepers  in  the  area  who  are  members  of  the  Small  Fig-keepers  Council, 
therefore,  we  are  not  collecting  at  each  house,  as  some  householders 
are  keeping  their  kitchen  waste  for  these  pig-keepers. 

In  order  to  keep  the  cost  to  a  minimum  we  were  able  to  obtain 
the  services  of  a  man  with  a  horse  and  cart  at  a  cost  of  30/-  per  day. 
The  collection  costs  for  the  year  worked  out  as  follows  : 
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1 

s. 

d. 

Hire  of  man,  horse  and  cart 

17-1 

f) 

10 

Transport  into  Newcastle  Central 

Depot 

5.1 

14 

s 

Depreciation  on  the  containers  assuming 
a  3  year  average  life 

60 

0 

0 
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1 

6 

Revenue  from  Kitchen  Waste  .  . 

2  lO 

IS 

0 

which  gives  a  debit  balance  of  ... 

£47 

.5 

6 

As  the  scheme  progressed  it  was  noted  that  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  amount  of  kitchen  waste  collected  and  as  the  price  had  been 
increased  by  7/6  per  ton  which,  together  with  the  extra  allowance  of 
4/6  per  ton  made  by  the  Newcastle  Corporation  owing  to  the  distance 
of  haulage,  1  hope  the  scheme  can  be  worked  without  loss. 

Upon  the  Council  considering  these  tigures  they  decided  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  put  the  matter  on  a  more  permanent  basis  and 
an  order  was  placed  for  a  pedestrian  controlled  electric  vehicle  whereby 
we  have  the  collection  more  under  our  own  control,  which  we  anticipate 
will  give  better  results. 

A  further  600  containers  have  been  ordered  so  as  to  extend  the 
scheme  and  ensure  sufficient  work  for  this  machine. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

During  the  year  one  full  treatment  and  one  maintenance  treatment 
was  carried  out  to  the  sewers  in  the  district.  Very  few  "takes”  were 
noted  showing  that  our  sewers  are  comparatively  free  from  rats. 
Sewerage  disposal  works  and  refuse  tips  are  kept  under  strict  observa¬ 
tion  and  any  complaints  received  are  immediately  investigated  and 
treatment  given.  Any  investigations  in  connection  with  business 
premises  are  charged  to  the  occupiers. 

In  the  latter  months  of  the  year  heavy  infestations  were  found  in 
piggeries.  The  stock  holders  were  all  instructed  in  the  use  of 
Warfarin  and  were  supplied  from  a  stock  held  at  the  office  on  payment 
Pxceptionally  good  results  were  noted.  The  ease  and  safety  with  which 
this  material  can  be  used  has  been  much  appreciated  by  the  stock 
holders. 

In  treating  the  sewers  and  sewerage  disposal  works  we  still  prefer 
to  use  rusk  and  zinc  phosphide. 
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In  conclLision  1  would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  Mr.  G.  Hudson, 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  E.  March,  Assistant  Housing  Officer 
and  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  co-opera¬ 
tion  throughout  the  year. 


\'ours  faithfully, 

WILLIAM  N.  LOCKEY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


